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Tilney St. Lawrence Parish Council 
Serving the villages of Tilney St Lawrence, Tilney cum Islington, and Tilney Fen End 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Tilney St Lawrence Parish Council held 19:00 on Monday 7th July 
2025, in the Tilney St Lawrence Village Hall. 

 

Clerk: Jackie Christie 
Cornwall Lodge, 1, Church Road, Wiggenhall St Mary the Virgin. PE34 3EH  
Email: clerk@tslclerk.org. Tel: 07855789413. 
 
 
Agenda 
 
Present: Cllr B Ayres (Chairman), Cllr J Day (Vice-Chairman), Cllr C Ashworth, Cllr C Ayres, Cllr R 
Day, Cllr M Dix, Cllr G Miller, Cllr M Napier, Cllr J Kitchen, Cllr D Raynor, Mr J Christie (Clerk). 
 
Apologise for absence: Cllr D Partridge, Cllr H Greenwood, Cllr Brian Long. 
 
1. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 12 May 2025 – approved. 
 
2. To receive declarations of interests and to consider any written request for dispensation – none. 
 
3. Public Participation  

No members of the public present. 
 

4. Clerks Report: 
 

1) Cleaning of the Village Gateways – Clerk contacted Kevin a local businessman for a quote on 
cleaning the village gateways. He agreed to clean them at no cost to the Council and has started, 
however he will be given them another clean as the fungi and grass staining is still visible. 
Councillors agreed they were looking much cleaner and thank him for his hard work. 

 
2) Overgrown weeds and brambles from the empty plot next to 2b Westfields Close – Clerk had an 

email from a resident requesting this be cleared as yet again pedestrians were having to cross the 
road to get past. Clerk has emailed County Highways with this issue as they agreed to trim this 
back last year as this footway is owned by them. 
A discussion took place, and it was agreed the Clerk will try and establish the owners via the land 
registry at a nominal cost. Cllr B Ayres will also try and find out who the owner is as a Borough 
Councillor. 

 
3) The Licensing Team at the Borough Council has recently updated its guidance on making 

representations under the Licensing Act 2003. The revised guidance can be accessed via the 
following link:  

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20120/licensing_act/1227/guidance_for_making_representations 
 
5. To receive reports: 

1) Chairman 
It appears that devolution in the East Anglia region is favouring to three main Councils (hubs) 
Tilney St Lawrence would come under West Norfolk. This will possibly mean more input for Parish 
councils when it comes to discission making.  
There is a change coming for Land Banking (Land banking in the UK refers to the practice where 
property developers purchase land with the intention of developing it at a later date, often leaving 
it undeveloped for a period of time in their "land bank". While sometimes perceived negatively, 
especially when linked to potential scams, it's also a common strategy for housebuilders to secure 
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future development sites. Land can be held for varying lengths of time, from a year or two to 
several decades. 
Measures like the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023, alongside potential tax penalties for 
unused land, aim to discourage long-term speculative land banking 
 

2) Footway lighting 
Dealt with under item 9. 
  

3) Footpath and tree 
No issues. 
  

4) Village hall  
Clerk has received minutes to May 2025. 

 
6. Highways and footways 

None. 
 
7. To receive and consider Borough and County Council Issues which affect the Parish. 

None. 
 

8. Financial matters 
1) To approve the Bank Reconciliation to 30th June 2025  – (appendix A) 

Proposed…Cllr J Day…….……..Seconded…Cllr C Ayres………………………… approved. 
 

2) To approve Payments to 9th July 2025, including any late payments reported by the clerk, and to 
note contractual payments., (appendix B) 
Proposed…Cllr M Napier……………..Seconded…Cllr M Dix……………………… approved. 
 

3) To Note: Unity bank interest to 30 June 2025 - £303.27 
Noted. 

 
4) To Note: 1st Quarter Budget Figures (appendix C) 

Noted. 
 

 To Discuss the cleaning of the village bus shelters and village signs. 
Budget set at £250 for bus shelter cleaning and £350 for village sign cleaning total £600 
 
Brights Cleaning – Quotes received –    Bus Shelters £55 + VAT each 
        Village Signs £35 + VAT each. 
RH Cleaning Services – Quotes received –  3 x Bus Shelters £150 + VAT. 
        2 x Village signs £20 + VAT 
M & M Cleaning Services – Quotes received -  Bus Shelters £45 each 
        Village Signs £10 each 
ZW Cleaning Services – emailed for quotes – No Response. 
A discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the quote from Brights Cleaning. Although 
slightly higher in price, it did seem to be a better clean. A trial starting in September and if the job 
has been done adequately then another clean in March 2026, then twice yearly from then on. 
Agreed. 
 

9. Broken Streetlamp outside no. 139, High Road, Tilney cum Islington 
Clerk has been in contact with UK Power Network as this breakage happened when they were 
replacing the telegraph pole. According to the neighbour it was knocked off by their hoist operator 
who was dropping the new pole into the ground, and he caught the bracket, it then crashed to the 
ground. 
UK Power Network are trying to blame the age of the lamp, saying it may have been rusty fixings 
etc. Clerk has replied to them stating the lamp was installed in July 2019, so the removal and re-
installation of the lamp should have been straight forward. They then replied the bracket has in 
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fact broken, the metal pole which is threaded on to the bracket has completely rusted through and 
has broken off hence why it was not reattached. 
I have sent UK Power Networks the whole email statement from the neighbour who witness this 
happen. Reply received not accepting liability, (email thread was attached to agenda email). 
Clerk had a quote from Westcotec (our streetlighting contractor) for £396.00 plus VAT, this will be 
to collect lamp from UKNP depot and supply and install galvanised steel pole lighting bracket, fit 
lantern and connect to UKPN supplied fuse box. 
Discussed and agreed to accept the quote, pay the invoice and pass the invoice cost to UKPN for 
re-imbursement. If they will not re-imburse then consider taking this to the small claims court. 
Proposed…Cllr J Kitchen……………..Seconded…Cllr M Dix………………………agreed. 
 

10. To note the purchase and siting of No Parking signs. 
Clerk has purchased three ‘Strictly No Parking’ signs which can be fixed to the fence running 
alongside the strip of land owned by the Parish Council in Magdalen Road at a cost of £9.96 ex 
VAT. 
So as not to delay this further, this cost has been taken from the Chairmans allowance. 
Noted. 
 

11. Overgrown verge and drain in Magdalen Road. 
Clerk has reported the overgrown verge and drain outside the empty prefab bungalows in 
Magdalen Road to Freebridge on many occasions since last year with no response. 

Clerk has been in contact with the internal drainage board and County Highways, both agreeing it 
belongs to Freebridge. 
Clerk has now emailed the maintenance team on 25th June requesting this area be cut back to an 
acceptable condition. 
Discussed and agreed that Cllr B Ayres will approach Freebridge as the Borough councillor for the 
area, to try and get this issue dealt with. 
 

12. The Parish Partnership Scheme 2026/27. 
This is the 50/50 scheme for Bids for local highway improvements. We tapped into this scheme 
last year for our replacement bus shelter in Tilney Cum Islington. 
For detailed information please see the webpage. 
CIL money balance - £3115.18 
To defer this to the September meeting. 
 

13. To consider any planning applications. 
25/01002/F - 20 Westfields Close -Single storey rear extension and alterations  
No comments. 
 

14. To note Borough Council planning decisions. 
1) 25/00490/F - Retrospective change of use of building and land to Commercial Scaffolding Yard 

and associated works. Ambleside New Road - Application Permitted  
2) 25/00419/F - Proposed single storey extensions to existing dwelling and all associated works - 

Sycamore Farm Chapel Road Tilney Fen End - Application Refused 16 June 2025 Delegated 
Decision  

3) 25/00609/F - Land At E554006 N311510 Chapel Road Tilney Fen End - Application Permitted, 25 
June 2025, Delegated Decision. 

  All above noted. 
 
15. To set a date for the appraisal of the Clerk and Outside Operative. 

Staff Appraisals to be held by the staffing committee (Chairman and Vice Chairman) on Thursday 
31st July at 10am. 

 
16. To receive and consider any general correspondence. 

None 
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17. To consider items for the next agenda. 
• Update on High Road, TCI Streetlight. 
• Update on Magdalen Road overgrown verge and drain. 
• The Parish Partnership Scheme 2026/27. 

 
18. To resolve on moving into close session on the grounds of confidentiality by virtue of the 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s. 1(2). 
 

1) Clerk gave a report on renewal of Farm Business Tenancy. 
 
Meeting closed: 8:15pm. 
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Appendix A 
Bank Reconciliation to 30th June 2025 
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Appendix B 
Payments to 9th July 2025 
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Appendix C - 1st Quarter Budget – April to June 2025 
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